Bo RODINO

general or officer of high rank must be in command of the
foraging, and that there must be a sufficient force to protect
the foraging parties against the peasants and Cossacks;
that, so far as possible, when foragers come across inhabi-
tants, they are to requisition whatever they can provide,
but not to do any more harm to the country; and finally that
this matter is so important that I count on the zeal of the
generals and corps commanders in my service to take any
measures that will end the disorders in question. You must
write to the King of Naples, who is in command of the
cavalry, that it is indispensable for the cavalry to give
adequate protection to foragers, and to secure the detach-
ments on this duty from the attacks of Cossacks and enemy
cavalry. You will advise the Prince of Eckmiihl not to
advance more than two leagues ahead of the column of
march: make him realise that this is an important safeguard
against foraging too near the enemy. Finally you must
inform the Duke of Elchingen that he is losing more men
a day than if a battle were in progress; that foraging must
therefore be better regulated, and less straggling allowed.
[CORRESP., xxiv, 19176. Four days before the battle of Borodino.]

BORODINO

TO FRANCIS  I, EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA

MOJAISK, September 9, 1812.

I HASTEN to announce to Your Imperial Majesty the
happy issue of the battle of the Moskova, which took place
on September 7, at the village of Borodino. Knowing the
personal interest that Your Majesty is good enough to take
in me, I thought I ought to announce this memorable event
to you by my own hand, and to tell you that I am in good
health. I reckon the enemy's losses at 40-50,000 men: he
had between 120 and 130,000 men engaged. I lost from 8
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